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A Change in Food Consumption and Its Influence on the Structure of
Food System

Fumio Egaitsu, Shin-ichi Shogenji* and Yasuhiro Nakashima*

(Chiba Keizai University and University of Tokyo*)

We analyzed a change in pattern of food consumption and its influence on market
structure and performance of the Japanese food industry. Our emphasis is placed on
significant increase in processed products and home-away eating. These changes resulted
from the following factors.

a) Changing food preference of consumers toward new foods beyond their local tradi-
tion and taste

b) Further preparatory process for high hygiene control and development of new
materials

¢) More commercial precooking for convenience and reduction in home cooking time

Increment in value-added of the food industries stemmed from actual progress of
supplying the above services; development of brand-new products, establishment of
national wide distribution system, and substitution for implicit valuable work of hous-
ewives.

Food industries are still traditional and labor intensive sectors and contain a lot of
small-medium size firms. Although their structural evolution is stagnant, we confront
dramatic change in contractual relations among food industries including processing
sectors, distributing sectors, and food services. An economic performance of food industry
should definitely depend upon a design of food system as mutual relation or coordination

among subsectors associated with food supply.



