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Distribution of Native Cultivars and Multi-purpose Use of Japanese Persimmon

Satoshi Taira (Faculty of Agriculture, Yamagata University)

There are many native cultivars of persimmon in Japan. I investigated the present
status, changes in distribution of native cultivars, and the multi-purpose use of their fruit,
leaves, and wood, using questionnaires in 1988 and 1996. Questionnaires were sent to over
500 agricultural extension stations in Japan, and responses were obtained from 64.7% and
70.4% of the stations in 1988 and 1996, respectively. The responses suggested that some
native cultivars have been lost in the last 20 years. A marked decrease in the number of
native cultivars occurred from 1955 to 1975, and this decrease may be continuing and may
continue in the future. There are some unknown or undescribed cultivars in rural areas in
Japan. Multi-purpose use of persimmons included 34 items for food culture and 37 items
for life culture. The former included kaki-su (a kind of vinegar made from persimmons),
materials for confectioneries, and brewing of wine, and the latter included production of
kaki-sibu (fermented persimmon tannins) and use in religious ceremonies and annual
events. Using the leaves for green tea, to make sun-dried fruit after peeling, and using the
peel or fruit flesh for pickles are common throughout Japan. Areas that use the green

leaves to wrap sushi and that produce kaki-sibu are restricted.



