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Econometric Analyses for Household’ s Attitude and Behavior to
Food Safety: Importance of All Head Inspection in Promoting Japanese
Consumers’ Purchase of American Beef

Takashi Ishida *Noriko Ishikawa and Mototsugu Fukushige

(Graduate School of Economics, Osaka University and *Kinki University, School of Economics)

Two and a half years passed from the BSE occurred in the United States. Recently at
last, the import of beef from the United States was restarted by Japan. Now, the demand
recovery of American beef in Japan is a important matter for the livestock industry of the
United States. On the other hand, the voice from the Japanese consumers requests that
all head inspection of beef from the United States is necessary and indispensable. In the
present paper, we investigate what type of households is eager to buy American beef and
what type of households is possibly to buy American beef with a condition of all heads
inspection, applying the ordered Probit model to the questionnaire survey.

The result of the research is as follows. The difference in the purchase probabilities is
not found by the family structure, but the purchase history of the household makes the
purchase probability different. However, all head inspection is more effective to increase
the purchasing probability to buy America beef than other factors including purchasing
histories and family types. Moreover, all head inspection is effective as the policy of
improving demand for American beef for Japanese consumers, and the effect is especially

large in the region where consumer ate more beef.



