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Agricultural products from Fukushima Prefecture have encountered several
difficulties, particularly after TEPCO’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident.
Some of these include discontinued production due to residents’ refuge, restricted
plantation by dispersed radioactive material, and refrained buying owing to concerns over
food safety in the distribution and consumption stages.

Since consumers may be unfamiliar with the hazards of radioactive material in food,
it is essential to accurately convey the risk of radiation exposure. The result of the study
illustrates the maintenance of sale and the act of gift-giving by providing the test results
of radioactive material in food from farmers’ markets, clearly elucidating any potential
risks. In addition, research on the consumers indicated that consumers’ purchase intention
(“want to buy”) increased after providing scientific information through a presentation.
The efficacy of information dissemination was demonstrated by assessing the statistical
significance of the interaction term not detecting a radioactive material and a subject’s age
and that between a product from Fukushima Prefecture and a dummy variable indicating
childbirth. However, regarding fruits included under gift-giving, which plays a central
role in Fukushima Prefecture’s agricultural sector, according to the 2012 annual output,
the knowledge that no peach exceeded the provisional regulation values of radioactive
material did not affect purchase intentions. In addition, on the basis of a choice experiment,
information provision did not significantly influence the selection of production locations.

In conclusion, although it became clear that providing information about the
test results for radioactive material and radiation itself influence consumers’ purchase
intentions, the effect of information dissemination had limited impact on restricting
agricultural products from Fukushima Prefecture. However, information provision
functions effectively in abating the anxiety that consumers feel toward radioactive material
in food. Therefore, constant provision of accurate information is required to facilitate the
long-term sales strategy for agricultural products from Fukushima Prefecture.



